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Welcome to the eighth issue of the Whangarei Hospital Redevelopment Newsletter.   
 

Whangarei Hospital Redevelopment 
Stage 1a – ‘Tumanako’ the new mental health 
inpatient unit 
 
With only four weeks of the contractual programme 
remaining, the construction site has seen a hive of activity 
and progress continues at a great pace. 
 
Since the last newsletter: 

·  All internal walls of the building have been lined. 
·  General Adult Wards A, B and Elderly have been 

painted (including the brightly coloured feature walls!) 
·  Wiring and plates fit off (second fix wiring) to the walls is 

now underway in these areas. 
·  Water and power main connections are up and running. 
 

 
 
 

·  Painting and vinyl laying in the front of house area and 
first floor are underway. 

·  Landscaping has commenced in the courtyards - the 
central courtyard has been planted and the shade sail 
installed. 

·  Major fence framing is largely complete. 
·  Footpath concrete work continues to courtyards. 
·  Weekly site meetings, health and safety meetings and 

toolbox talks continue. 
 
Upcoming milestones: 

·  More planting and landscaping.  
·  Finishing works to inside of building will continue. 

 
Over the next few weeks there will be plethora of tradesmen, 
machinery and construction vehicles on site ensuring 
maximum productivity in order to complete the contract on 
time.  This will be an exciting time as we watch the whole 
project draw closer to completion. 
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Photos left to right: 
 
1. Feature walls and 
ceiling in the General Adult 
lounge 
 
2. Feature walls in the 
Elderly wing 
 
3. Feature walls and 
ceiling in the dining area. 
 
4.  General Adult Ward A, 
power cables installation. 
 
5. Bedroom cabinetry 
arrives on site, the bed 
base and built in wardrobe. 
 
6. Services are accessed 
from the ceiling space, so 
that Facilities staff and 
contractors do not need to 
enter the unit. 

Chosen by the Kaunihera 
(Council of Elders) and 
approved by the NDHB 
Board, the name of the 
new mental health 
inpatient unit - ‘Tumanako’ 
means hope, wish and 
desire for wellness.  The 
name will be removed 
from the meeting room 
near Wards 6 and 7 prior 
to the opening of the unit. 
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If you are interested in receiving Blueprint 
automatically by email, you can ‘join the mailing list’ 
by visiting the redevelopment website and filling in 

your details. 
 

For any further information about the Project, please 
contact the Project Office on x3334 or 

project.office@northlanddhb.org.nz or visit the 
redevelopment website: 

http://redevelopment.northlanddhb.org.nz/ 
 

 

    

Cycle Cone for the MHIPU 
Staff and visitors to Tumanako will now be able to park 
their bicycles securely outside the new unit.  A cycle cone 
has been installed and can hold up to eight bikes. 
 

Migration Day planning 
Planning for the migration of mental health staff is well 
underway.  Mental health staff, the project office and 
specialists from around the hospital have provided input 
into the migration plan.   
 
Following the Blessing and Opening Day with the Minister 
of Health on 7 October 2011, the MHIPU admin team and 
support staff, including OT will move into Tumanako on 
Monday 10 October 2011.   
 
After a week of settling in the MHIPU patients and 
remaining staff will move across on Monday 17 October 
2011. 
 

Upcoming roadworks 
Prior to Opening Day the internal road will be upgraded.  
Please note there will be disturbance to traffic flow over this 
time.  Dates will be advised prior to commencement of work 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Landscaping looking great! 
Landscaping works are now well underway with the 
Plantpro team on site daily.  The Child and Youth courtyard 
(above left) has a creative curved wall feature.  Planter 
boxes have been installed in the OT courtyard (above 
centre) and the red barn is in place as a landmark feature 
for the Elderly courtyard (above right).  The planting and 
mulch above the retaining wall looks great. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Open Day for staff and public 
Planning is underway for the Open Day  for staff and public, 
providing the opportunity to look around Tumanako prior to 
the migration of staff and patients into the new unit.  The 
Open Day will be held on Wednesday 12 October 2011. 
 
 
 

Artwork Competition 
The artwork competition has now closed and there were 
some fantastic entries!  The MHIPU panel have chosen the 
winners and the artwork has been collated so that it can be 
printed on canvases for display around the unit.  
 

Brett Halvorson, Project 
Director, Northland DHB with 
his bike securely fastened into 
the new cycle cone located 
outside Tumanako. 


